iN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 9, 13, 15-16, 23, 25-26, and 33-38 as follows: 

1. (Withdrawn) in a message center, a method of providing 
consistency in Short Message Service (SMS) time stamp formatting for 
mobile communication devices comprising: 

receiving an SMS message originating from a first home time zone 
and intended for a mobile communication device associated with a 
second home time zone, the SMS message having tlmestamp data 
formatted in a Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) format regardless of a 
current time in the first home time zone; 

converting the timestamp data of the SMS message from the UTC 
format to a non-UTC time format corresponding to the second home time 
zone; and 

after converting the timestamp data, causing the SMS message to 
be sent to the mobile communication device. 

2. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
act of identifying whether the timestamp data of the SMS message is 
formatted in the UTC format based on an identification of a message 
center which included the timestamp data. 

3. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, further comprising the 
act of identifying whether the timestamp data of the SMS message is 
formatted in UTC based on an address of a message center which 
included the timestamp data. 



4. (Withdrawn) The method of ciaim 1, further comprising the 
act of identifying whether the timesfamp data of the SMS message is 
formatted in the UTC format based on an identification of a service 
provider of the mobile communication device. 

5. (Withdrawn) The method of ciaim 1, further comprising the 
act of identifying whether the timesfamp data of the SMS message is 
formatted in the UTC format based on an indication in the SMS message. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
failing to convert the timesfamp data from the UTC format to the 

non-UTC time format corresponding to the second home time zone based 
on identifying that the SMS message has timesfamp data in the non-UTC 
format. 

7. (Previously Presented) A method of providing consistency in 
Short Message Service (SMS) message timesfamp formatting for mobile 
communication devices, comprising: 

providing a removable user identity module for a mobile 
communication device; and 

providing a timesfamp mode indicator fieid in the removable user 
identify module for storing a programmed indication which is 
programmed as a fixed value to indicate a timesfamp mode of operation 
of a home message center of the mobile communication device as one 
of a coordinated universal time (UTC) mode and a non-UTC mode, the 
programmed indication being programmed as the fixed value for use 
with SMS message timestamps of each one of a plurality of SMS messages 



communicated between the home message center and the mobile 
communication device. 

8. (Original) The method of ciaim 7, further comprising: 
providing the mobile communication device for receiving the 

removable user identity module. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, further 
comprising: 

providing the mobile communication device for receiving the 
removable user identity module; and 

using the programmed indication in the timestamp mode indicator 
field for determining whether to convert each SMS message timestamp 
into non-UTC format: 

convert the timestamp data from a UTC format to a non-UTC format 
corresponding to a local time zone of the mobile station when the 
programmed indicator which is programmed as the fixed value in the 
removable user identity module indicates that the timestamp mode of 
operation of the home message center is the UTC mode, the conversion 
being performed based on a programmed memory setting in the mobile 
station which indicates the iocal time zone of the mobile station: and 

refrain from performing UTC-to-non-UTC format conversion of the 
timestamp data when the programmed indicator in the removable user 
identity module indicates that the timestamp mode of operation of the 
home message center is the non-UTC mode . 

10. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the removable user 
identity module comprises a R-UIM. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) A removable user identity module for a 
mobile communication device, comprising; 

memory; 

a processor coupled to the memory; and 

a timestamp mode indicator field in the memory of the removable 
user identity module for storing a programmed indication which is 
programmed as a fixed value to indicate a timestamp mode of operation 
of a home message center of the mobile communication device as one 
of a coordinated universal time (UTC) mode and a non-UTC mode, the 
programmed indication being programmed as the fixed value for use 
with Short Message Service (SMS) timestamps of each one of a plurality of 
SMS messages received via the home message center. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The removable user identify module of 
claim 1 1 , wherein the removable user identity module comprises an R-UiM. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A mobile station (MS), comprising; 
a removable user identity module f R-UIM) which includes; 

memory; 

a programmed indicator in the memory which is 
programmed as a fixed value indicative of a timestamp mode of 
operation of a home message center as one of a coordinated 
universal time (UTC) mode and a non-UTC mode for use with Short 
Message Service (SMS) timestamps of each one of a plurality of SMS 
messages received via the home message center; 
a mobile equipment (ME) which includes; 

an R-UiM interface which interfaces with the R-UIM; 
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a processor; 

a visual display coupled to the processor; 
for each one of the SMS messages received via the home 
message center, the processor being operative to: 

receive, via the home message center, an SMS 
message having timestamp data; 

convert the timestamp data from a UTC format to a 
non-UTC format corresponding to a local time zone of the 
mobile station when the programmed indicator which is 
programmed as the fixed value in the R-UIM indicates that 
the timestamp mode of operation of the home message 
center is the UTC mod e, the conversion being performed 
based on a programmed memory setting in the mobile 
station which ind icates t he local time zone of the mobile 
station ; and 

refrain from performing UTC-to-non-UTC format 
conversion of the timestamp data when the programmed 
indicator in the R-UIM indicates that the timestamp mode of 
operation of the home message center is the non-UTC mode; 
and 

cause the visual display to display the timestamp, 

14, (Previously Presented) The MS of claim 13, wherein the 
programmed indicator is programmed in a timestamp mode indicator 
field in the R-UIM. 

15, (Currently Amended) The MS of claim 13, wherein the 
program-med-ir^tea-^ 
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WtM- progrg mmed memory set ti ng which i ndica tes the iocai time zone is 
utilized to identify a time offset value stored in the MS for performing the 
conversion, 

16. (Currently Amended) The MS of claim 13, wherein the 
prQGessQr-i s -fu4i w -- op e rat i- v ^^ 

data to non-UTC format when the programm e d indicator in th e R-UIM 

indicates- that the time s -tamp mode of operation of- fhe- hom e -m ess aQ e 

GeRter-is-fhe- noR - UTG roode programmed memory, sejtjngw 

the local time zone is utilized as an input to a conversion table stored in 

memory to thereby identify a time offset value for performing the 

conversion . 

17. (Withdrawn) A method of providing consistency in Short 
Message Service (SMS) message fimestamp formatting for mobile 
communication devices, comprising: 

receiving, at a first message center, an SMS message originating 
from a first home time zone and having subparameters which include a 
fimestamp; 

identifying whether the fimestamp is formatted in Coordinated 
Universal Time (UTC) format or non-UTC format; 

when the fimestamp is formatted in UTC format: converting the 
fimestamp from the UTC format to a non-UTC format corresponding to the 
first home time zone; and 

when the fimestamp is formatted in non-UTC format: converting the 
fimestamp from the first home time zone to a second home time zone of a 
mobile communication device which receives the SMS message. 
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18. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 17, wherein the 
subpara meters include an offset value and the step of converting the 
timestamp from the UTC format to the non-UTC format of the first home 
time zone is performed based on the offset value. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim )7, wherein the step of 
identifying whether the timestamp is formatted in UTC format or non-UTC 
format is based on examining an address from which the message was 
received. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of ciaim i 7, wherein the SMS 
message is sent from a second message center. 

21. (Withdrawn) The method of ciaim 17, wherein the SMS 
message is sent from a mobile station. 

22. (Withdrawn) The method of ciaim 1 ?.. wherein the timestamp 
comprises an SMS Message Center Timestamp. 

23. (Currently Amended) A mobile equipment, comprising: 
a processor; 

a wireless receiver coupied to the processor; 

an interface to receive a removable user identify module; 

a visual display; 

for each one of a piurality of Short Message Service (SMS) messages 
received via a home message center, the processor being operative to; 

receive, through the wireiess receiver via the home message 
center, the SMS message having timestamp data; 
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convert the timestamp data from a Coordinated Universal 
Time (UTC) format to a non-UTC format corresponding to a bcai 
time zone oLt.he.m^ a programmed indicator, 

which is programmed as a fixed value in memory of the removable 
user identity moduie, indicates that a timestamp mode of operation 
of the home message center is a UTC mode, the.cpnyersjon, being. 
performed based on a programmed memory setting which 
indicates the local time zone of the mobile equipment ; and 

refrain from performing UTC-to-non-UTC format conversion of 
the timestamp data when the programmed indicator in the 
f.gmoya,ye,user .identity ..moduie jQdjcgtes that t^ 
of operation of the home message center is the non-UTC mode; 
and 

cause the visual display to display the timestamp. 

24. (Previously Presented) The mobile equipment of claim 23, 
wherein the programmed indicator is programmed in a timestamp mode 
indicator field in the removable user identify module. 

25. (Currently Amended) The mobile equipment of claim 23. 

wherein the programme d — i nd i cator — compr i se s — a— servic e provide r 

identification in the removable user-identity moduie programmed 

memory setting which indicates the local time zone is utilized to identify a 
time offset value stored in the mobile equipment for performing the 
conversion . 

26. (Currently Amended) The mobile equipment of claim 23, 
wherein the processor is further operative to refFain-from-oonverting-the 
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th e r e mGyab ie us e rtd e nt i ^ 

op er a ti o n o f the homo me s s a ge center is a non UTC mode program med 
memory setting which indicates the iocai time zone is utiilzed as an input 
to a conversion table stored in memory to thereby identify a time offset 
value for performing the conversion, 

27. (Previously Presented) The mobile equipment of ciaim 23, 
further comprising: 

for SMS messages sent from the ME, the processor being further 
operative to: 

setting a timestamp in the SMS message as non-UTC time 
when the programmed indicator in memory of the removable user 
identity module indicates that the timestamp mode of operation of 
the home message center is the non-UTC mode, and otherwise 
setting the timestamp in the SMS message as UTC time when the 
programmed indicator in memory' of the removable user identity 
module indicates that the timestamp mode of operation of the 
home message center is the UTC mode. 

28. ( Previously Presented) The mobile equipment (ME) of ciaim 
23, which is part of a mobiie station {MS) which includes the removable 
user identify module (R-UIM) comprising the memory and the 
programmed indicator in the memory. 

29. (Withdrawn) in a message center, a method of providing 
consistency in Short Message Service (SMS) message timestamp 
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formatting for mobile communication devices, the method comprising 
the acts of: 

receiving SMS messages at the message center; 

for SMS messages received for a first mobile communication device 
from a second mobile communication device: modifying the SMS 
message at the message center to convert a timestamp of the SMS 
message from a UTC format to a non-UTC format corresponding to a ioca! 
time in a home time zone associated with the first mobile communication 
device; and 

for SMS messages to be transmitted from the first mobile 
communication device to the second mobile communication device: 
modifying the SMS message at the message center to provide a 
timestamp in the SMS message in a UTC format which is independent of a 
local time in a home time zone of the second mobile communication 
device. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29, wherein the message 
center operates in a non-UTC time stamp mode. 

31. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29, wherein the SMS 
message comprises an SMS Teleservice layer message in accordance with 
3GPP2. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29, wherein the home time 
zone is different from Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). 

33. (Currently Amended) A method in a mobile communication 
device equipped with a removable user identify module (R-UiM) for 
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providing consistency in a Short Message Service (SMS) message 
timestamp formatting., the method comprising: 

providing a timestamp mode indicator field in the R-UIM for storing 
a programmed indication which is programmed as a fixed value to 
indicate a timestamp mode of operation of a home message center of 
the mobile communication device as one of a coordinated universal time 
(UTCj mode and a non-UTC mode, the programmed indication being 
programmed as the fixed value for use with SMS message timestamps of 
each one of a plurality of SMS messages communicated between the 
home message center and the mobile communication device; &r4 

for each one of the piuraiity of SMS messages having the SMS 
message timestamps: 

determining , for each one of the p i uraiity of SMS message s 
having the SMS message timestamps,. whether to convert the SMS 
message timestamp of the SMS message to non-UTC format based 
upon the programmed indication tn the timestamp mode indicator 
fieid; 

converting the SMS message timestamp to the non-UTC 
format corresponding to a local time zone of the mobile 
communication device when the programmed indication in the 
timestamp mode indicator field of the R-UIM indicates that the 
timestamp mode of operation of the home message center is the 
UTC mode, the conversion being performed based on a 
programmed memory setting of the mobile communication device 
which indicates the local time zone of the mobile communication 
device: end 

refraining from performing UTC-to-non-UTC format conversion 
for the SMS message timestamp when the programmed indication 
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in the timestamp mode indicator field of the R-UiM . indicates that 
the timestamp mode of operation of the home message center is 
ibe.non-yiC.niode. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, fofthef 
co mpr is i ng; 

conv e rting the SMS message timestamp to th e non-UTC format 
wh e n -fhe programmed indication in th e tim es tamp mGde-indicafGr-tietei 
of th e R-UIM indicates that the timestamp m od e of operation of th e hom e 
m e ssage center is the UTC mode wherein the programmed memory 
setliD Q...wjnjcjx 

offset value stored in the mobiie communication device for performing 
the conversion . 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, fefWw 
comprising; 

UTG format w 

i ndicator f1 eid--o f ----- the - ^U t M ---- i - nd i GQ - te s----- t - hat the t i m e s t a mp mode -af 

programmed memory setting which indicates the focal time zone is 
utilized as an input to a conversion table stored in memory to thereby 
identify a time offset value for performing the conversion . 

36. (Currently Amended) A method in a mobile communication 
device equipped with a removable user identify module (R-UIM) for 
providing consistency in a Short Message Service (SMS) message 
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timestamp formatting for an SMS message having an SMS message 
timestamp, the method comprising: 

storing, in a timestamp mode indicator field of the R-UIM, a 
programmed indication which is programmed as a fixed value to indicate 
a timestamp mode of operation of a home message center of the mobile 
communication device as one of a coordinated universal time (UTC) 
mode and a non-UTC mode, the programmed indication being 
programmed as the fixed vaiue for use with SMS message timestamps of 
each one of a plurality of SMS messages communicated between the 
home message center and the mobile communication device; &r4 

for each one of the plurality of SMS messages having the SMS 
message timestamps: 

determining whether to convert the SMS message timestamp 
of the SMS message to non-UTC format based upon the 
programmed indication in the timestamp mode indicator field; 

converting the SMS message timestamp to the non-UTC 
format corresponding to a local time zone of the mobile 
communication device when the programmed indication in the 
timestamp mode indicator field of the R-UIM indicates that the 
timestamp mode of operation of the home message center is the 
UTC mode, the conversion being performed based on a 
programmed memory setting of the mobile communication device 
which indicates the local time zone of the mobile communication 
device; and 

refraining from performing UTC-to-non-UTC conversion of the 
SMS message timestamp when the programmed indication in the 
timestamp mode indicator field of the R-UIM indicates that the 
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timestamp mode of operation of the home message center is the 



non-UTC mode . 



37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 36, feft-heF 
comprising: 

GQfw erting-4he-$M$- m ^^ 
wh e n th e programm e d in d ication in th e tim es tamp mod e Indicator fi e ld 
of the-R'UlM indicate s that the timestamp mode of operation of the home 
m e ssag e center is the UTC mode wherein the programmed memory 
setting which indicates the iocai time zone is ufiiized to identify a time 
offset value stored in the mobile communicati on device for p erforming 
the conversion , 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 36, furthe r 

■UTG-fofm at wh e n t he programmed-lndteatio t v^ 

i - ndte - ator--fte l d of the R - U ! M i ndicates that t h e— fewe st a mp mode of 

epa ration - of - ^ ^ wherein the 

programmed memory setting which indicates the local time zone is 
ufiiized as an input to a conversion table stored in memory to thereby 
identify a time offset value for performing the conversion . 
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